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WVTC 100th Birthday Bash - A Celebration to Remember! 
 

On June 14th, we came together as a Club to celebrate 100 amazing years of tennis, friendship, and 

community at WVTC. The day was all about our members—bringing everyone together to enjoy the club 

we all love. The courts were full of action as our coaches led fun games on every court, getting everyone 

moving and laughing. The highlight of the day? Our Around-the-World challenge, which ended in a 

fantastic final between Deb Maloon and Eric Cipriano—with Deb taking home the win and the bragging 

rights! 

 



 

We also took a moment to recognize the people who’ve helped shape our club over the years. Bill 

Nordmark and Court Brousson were named honorary lifetime members, and many of our long-time 

members were thanked for their contributions. 

 

A special thanks to Scott Snider, Acting Mayor of West Vancouver, who joined us to help unveil our 100-

Year Clubhouse Commemorative Plaque and hand out a few well-earned awards. 

 

Of course, no party is complete without great food! Donna Allaby and her BBQ crew—Terry Buchy, Ian 

Sorenson, Graham Whyte, and Allan English—kept us all well-fed, and a big shoutout to the Westerleigh 

Parc catering team for the delicious salads and the show-stopping tennis-themed birthday cake. 

 

A special thank-you to our incredible event planning team, who worked so hard behind the scenes to bring 

this day to life. From early prep to setup, the event itself, and clean-up after, every detail was made 

possible thanks to our amazing volunteers. And a special shoutout to Yuko, whose balloon displays and 

photo booth decorations added so much fun and flair to the celebration. 

 

And finally, a very special thank-you to Sarah Faith Photography, who generously volunteered her time 

and talent to help us capture the memories of this milestone day. Sarah is kindly offering WVTC members 

a special promotion for future event photography or portrait sessions. You can check out her work or get 

in touch at:   sarahfaithphotography.ca 

 
Sarah’s Professional Pictures can be found via this link:  
 

West Vancouver Tennis Club 100 Years Celebration 

https://unscriptedphotographers.com/sarahfaithphotography/west-vancouver-tennis-club-100-years


 

 

Other photos taken by Club members can be seen via this link  
 

Note:  If you haven’t picked up your copy of the book, Serving a Century– A Nice Tennis Story, 

copies are still available at the front desk for $40.00. 

 

 Bubble Up 

 

The bubble is going up on September 4, weather permitting. 

 

 Club Rules 
 

On June 10th, the Board approved the following: 

 

COURT BOOKING and GUEST INFRACTIONS 

 

A member who commits court booking and/or guest rule infractions will receive: 

 
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/RPEFWmJnr8wzoT5k6


 

 

Club Rules 
 

1st Violation 

 

Warning 

 

 

2nd Violation 

 

 

2 Week Suspension from Game Time 

 

3rd Violation 

 

 

3 Month Suspension from Game Time 

 

Following the 3rd Violation 

 

The “Serious or Repeated Offenses” infraction process 

defined within these Rules and Regulations will be followed. 

 

Examples of infractions are such as, but not limited to: 

• A player who booked a court is not present for their booking 

• A court is booked in someone’s name who has no intention of playing 

• Guests are not registered and/or haven’t signed the waiver 

• Guest fee has not been paid 

• Other infractions, seen as contrary to the integrity and fairness of our court booking and guest policies. 

 

Note:  Exceptions will be made for extenuating circumstances such as illness or injury. 



 

Social Scene 

 Jilly Watson’s 80th Birthday 

          

Jilly Watson turned 80 on April 18, 2025 

What an amazing birthday celebration with my tennis family. Some of whom I have been playing league 

with for three decades. Tennis has been a large part of my life since childhood. In fact my parents met on a 

tennis court! Playing as a child with wooden rackets and balls that lasted a year were the pattern of play. 

I never had any lessons as we were unable to afford them - not that they were available where we lived. 

Hence, I developed my own style!  



 

The biggest compliment I ever had from a coach was that I play tennis like a back street fighter. I don't think 

he meant it as a compliment.  I look forward to playing many more years at our amazing club and with luck, 

I will.  See you on the courts. Jilly 

 

Ode to Jilly by her tennis friends 

 

 Ai Carrie – Tennis Coach & Competitor 

Ai started with WVTC after our very special Kinuko left to go back to Japan in 2019. Kinuko suggested Ai 

as her replacement and life has been good with Ai joining the West Van coaching team since!  There is 

something that puts Ai in a different category of coach and competitor and that is her love and intensity for 

the game – even when she is VERY pregnant.   

 

In April 2019, Ai was 6 months pregnant with Emi, her daughter.  The Vancouver Lawn Masters was 

underway with Ai competing in singles.  She made it to the finals and had an unfortunate fall in the third set 

https://wvtc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Ode-to-Jilly-on-her-80th-birthday-tennis-team-celebration.pdf


 

of the round robin. Ai knew how to roll protecting her precious bundle.  She decided it was best not to 

proceed after the fall but still left an amazing impression on all those who were watching the game!  

Ai continued to coach throughout her pregnancy. After teaching a clinic at the Club on June 25, 2019, Ai’s 

water broke at 12:30 a.m. and Emi showed up a few hours later. Talk about going down to the wire!  

  

After the post clinic party – hours before Emi is born! 

Ai's example of playing while pregnant has influenced other players to compete while pregnant. Thank you, 

Ai, for being so inspirational! 

 

  



 

League 

 Women’s League  

Thanks to everyone who participated. If you were able to watch some matches, you saw how hard our 

players fought for every point. And every point mattered. 

 

Thanks to our fellow members for being gracious with court time during the busy season. Thank you also 

to our coaches for believing in us and helping us improve.  

And finally, thanks to our wonderful captains, we couldn’t do it without you! 

 

Sharron Weeks, Location Rep 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Women’s 2025 League Results & Information 

 

 

 

For more details on the teams and members, go to the Tennis BC website for 

 Women’s League Vancouver Lower Mainland 

   

https://tennisbc.tenniscores.com/?mod=nndz-TjJiOWtORzkwTlJFb0NVU1NzOD0%3D&team=nndz-WWk2NnhyND0%3D


 

 

 Men’s League  

 

 

 

    

For more details on the teams and members, go to the Tennis BC website for  

Men’s League Vancouver Lower Mainland 

 

 Senior Men’s Doubles 

 

If you are looking to connect with other senior men interested in regular recreational doubles matches, 

consider our senior men’s group.  

 

We play Tuesday and Thursday mornings, usually at 9:30. Skill levels 3 to 3.5, ages from mid-60s to 

several decades older.  Each foursome is scheduled several weeks in advance, easily accommodating 

varying availability.  Players often continue in the group until their tennis playing days have been 

https://vancouvermensleague.tenniscores.com/?mod=nndz-TjJiOWtORzkwTlJFb0NVU1NzOD0%3D&team=nndz-WkNPd3hMLzU%3D


 

fulfilled.  Participants are adaptable, enjoy the chance to play tennis on a regular basis, and to meet new 

friends. This recreational senior men’s group has been part of WVTC since living memory.   

 

To learn more, contact John Goodwin at 604.922.0113 (no text) or johnhgoodwin@icloud.com 

 

Farewells 

 Ron Knight’s Retirement from Tennis to Pickleball 

 

I'm turning 80 this year but hope to continue playing a court sport for at least another decade.  I think 

pickleball will give me a better chance of doing that because it's a little easier on the joints.  So, I'm 

planning on retiring from tennis this spring and making the 100th Anniversary Celebration on June 14th 

my last club event.   

 

mailto:johnhgoodwin@icloud.com


 

I don't know exactly how many years I've been a member of WVTC; I'm guessing around 40.  When I first 

joined, there was a one-storey clubhouse by court 5 and I think Harry Britain was the coach.  In those days 

you could book 2 consecutive hours of court time.  And Sandy wasn't in the club office. 

 

There were separate winter and summer clubs last century.  I chose to be a winter-only member because I 

spent most of the summer at our cottage on the Sunshine Coast.  I've really appreciated that, to this day, 

WVTC Boards have continued to honour my half-year membership, with reduced fees, even after the 

change to full-year memberships. 

 

WVTC has been consistently well-run over the decades, with superb Board members and with Sandy as 

Club Manager.  Thanks, Sandy, for always being so pleasant, patient, and efficient.  

 

I've met some wonderful people at the club and have had great lessons with a variety of coaches, notably 

Larry, Chris, and Paul.  But most of all, I've enjoyed playing with some excellent partners such as:  Lubo 

Chobot and Joe Corcoran (both deceased several years ago); Wayne Lunan, Amir Somji, Bill Nordholm, 

Peter Malkin, Court Brousson, David Grierson, Jason Choi, Patrick Dowling, and Barry Brisco.   

 

I wish you all the best in the future. 

Cheers, 

Ron Knight 



 

 

 Coach Alberto Vergara: A Leader on and off the Court 

 

 

 

Saying goodbye is never easy—especially to someone who has made such a significant impact. However, 

we must bid farewell to Coach Alberto Vergara with deep gratitude, admiration, and appreciation. 

 

For the past two years, Alberto has been a valued coach at the West Vancouver Tennis Club, sharing the 

insight and passion gained from over 15 years of national and international competitive tennis experience. 

 

Those who worked with Alberto quickly discovered that his passion for people was as strong as his passion 

for tennis. He had a unique way of saying “my friend”, a simple phrase that gave us warmth, sincerity, and 

connection. What sets him apart is his remarkable ability to connect with others, understand their needs, 

and inspire those around him. 



 

 

Whether he was pushing athletes to reach new heights or offering a quiet word of encouragement when it 

mattered most. Alberto’s presence was steady, compassionate, and inspiring. As a recent psychology 

graduate from the University of British Columbia, he incorporated knowledge and experiences from 

his studies into his coaching, introducing mental strength training that enhanced our programs and 

profoundly shaped our club culture. 

 

As he embarks into his next chapter, we thank him for the heart, wisdom, and unwavering dedication he 

brought to WVTC every single day. Alberto, your legacy of passion, professionalism, and people-first 

coaching will always be a part of this club. 

 

On behalf of all of us at WVTC, thank you. You will always have a home here. 

 

Paul Tornquest 

  



 

New Partnership 

Exciting News: West Vancouver Tennis Club Partners with YONEX 

We’re excited to share that the West Vancouver Tennis Club has officially entered a partnership with 

YONEX, a global leader in tennis innovation and performance. This marks the beginning of a dynamic 

relationship aimed at elevating the player experience for all our members. 

 

As part of this collaboration, we are currently in the process of developing a retail space right here at the 

Club — a dedicated pro shop featuring YONEX gear and equipment. From racquets and strings to apparel 

and accessories, members will soon have direct access to premium YONEX products without ever leaving 

the Club. This is only the beginning. More news to come — including launch dates, product sneak peeks, 

and special offers — so stay tuned! 

  



 

Newsletter Contributors  

Thank you to all the newsletter contributors: 
 

 Jodi Pallan 

 Sandy Sutton 

 Sharron Weeks 

 Jilly Watson 

 Sharron Weeks 

 John Goodwin 

 Ron Knight 

 Paul Tornquest 

 Sabine Ritson 
 

https://mailchi.mp/862e6de6a254/club-news-fall-2024#Website


 

 


